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autumn and the ensuing winter. At the same time, President Polk inquired of the Mexican government whether
it would receive a minister from the United States. President Herrera, who sincerely desired peace, gave an
affirmative answer, when his countrymen, who were in favor of war, offended by this act, revolted and elected
General Paredes in his place. This revolution was going on when our minister arrived, and Paredes, when
elected, refused to receive him. Soon after Taylor reached Corpus Christi, he was reinforced by seven
companies of infantry under Major Brown, and two companies of volunteel artillery under Major Gally. Early in
the following year (1846) he was ordered to take a position on the left bank of the Rio Grande, opposite the
Mexican city of Matamoras, for it was observed that Mexican troops were gathering there with the evident
intention of invading Texas. The region on the left bank of the Rio Grande, fronting the State of Tamaulipas,
was disputed territory, the boundary line between that State and Texas not having been defined. Mexico
claimed it as a part of Tamaulipas, while the United States claimed it as a part of Texas. General Taylor obeyed
his orders and went into that territory, landing at Point Isabel, about twenty WAR WITH MEXICO BEGUN. 1357
eight miles from Matasnoras, where he formed a camp, despite the warnings of the Mexicans that he was on
foreign...
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