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indexed. Not illustrated. 1889 Excerpt: .after fixation the larval mouth has flattened considerably, and presents
the very peculiar appearance represented in fig. 26, which should be compared with the section through the
same region in a free-swimming larva (fig. 24). The central part, which stains but slightly, no longer shows any
cell-outlines, but is traversed by a fine network of threads, and contains a few extremely minute cells, whose
nuclei stain intensely, and which may very possibly be phagocytes; while at each side of the groove there lies a
deeply-stained mass, containing a few large but inconspicuous nuclei and an enormous number of small
deeply-stained nuclei, which apparently belong to cells similar to, but perhaps usually larger than, the
phagocytes (?) in the centre. Similar cells have already attacked the ciliated bands in fig. 20. Some hours later a
transverse section through the larval mouth presents the appearance shown in fig. 27. The fine network has
disappeared, while the large nuclei have spread towards the centre; the whole mas? stains deeply, but no true
epithelium appears to be formed. In both this and the previous stage the striated border seen in fig. 24 is still
represented by a hyaline region. Besides these details we notice in fig. 27 that two lateral folds are growing
across the larval mouth to meet one another in the middle line: they meet and fuse first at the posterior end of
the groove, but, their fusion extending rapidly forwards, we find, less than twelve hours after...
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