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Mozambique Channel: In April and May, 1843 H. M. S. Cleopatra, of twenty-six-guns, commissioned by Capt. C.
Wyvill, in April, 1842, having received orders to proceed to the Cape of Good Hope station, and to convey Lieut.
General Sir William Gomm to Mauritius, of which Island Sir William had been recently appointed Governor,
sailed from Spithead in the latter part of July, and arrived at Rio Janeiro on the 6th of September. | was then in
the Malabar, of seventy-four guns, Capt. Sir George Sartorius, lying at Rio, and took advantage of the
opportunity which the kindness of Commodore Purvis, senior officer on the station, afforded me, of getting
transferred from that ship to the Cleopatra. The unrivalled magniiicence of Rio harbor, narrow at the entrance,
but spreading into a circumference of seventeen leagues; its hundred islands; the mountains which inclose it,
showing every change of outline, covered with the richest verdure from the shore to their summits; the higher
mountains beyond, which bound the view, mingling their heads with the clouds; compose a scene of variety
and beauty which can hardly tire the eye. The city, on the left hand at the entrance, is four or five miles from
the mouth of the harbor; the intermediate coast divided into several small bays, studded with pretty villages
and country eats. These are still more numerous on the Braganza side of the harbor opposite to Rio, the
favorite resort of its inhabitants during the heats of summer; a steamboat crossing hourly through the day. The
scenery on that side is not equally grand in character, but has more...
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