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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1833 Excerpt: . . . a Scotch banker, the brother or cousin of his own agent, was sojourning at
Cheltenham; through whose busy intervention, divers loo-playing dowagers and mammas of many daughters,
managed to make the acquaintannce of the bachelor-nabob. They found Richard Martindale quite ready to fall
in love, and be fallen in love with; and with the naturalhankering after a little bit of dignity so remarkable
among the wise men and the foolish who visit us from the East, he soon anchored his alfections on Miss Mary-
Matilda Grinderwell, daughter of a Dorsetshire Baronet; a bewitching creature, with pink cheeks, flaxen hair, a
stiff muslin frock and coloured shoes, exactly after the pattern of an angel in a pantomime, or a doll at a
bazaar. Sir John and Lady Grinderwell were enchanted with the prospect of securing such a son-in-law; and
though, on examination into his exchequer and treasury estimates, Mr. Martindale proved to have exactly four
hundred and fifteen thousand pounds less than common fame had led them to expect, he had quite as much as
warranted them in calling him a man of four or five thousand a year, (for a Baronet of landed estate knew
better than to talk about eighty-five thousand pounds, ) and they had the satisfaction to perceive that nothing
could be more liberal and docile than his notions about settlements for his dear Mary-Matilda, and her future
family. As Mr. Martindale was somewhat out of conceit of his Hertfordshire relatives, and as Lady...
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