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indexed. Not illustrated. 1888 edition. Excerpt: .easily bent, hence unreliable). Eminent divines, to whom the
Church looked for interpretation, were found to differ, and the Church was thrown into confusion. Truth
seemed to conflict with truth. Denominational differences are the outcome. The world is not able to see that the
Churches, having common feuds and conflicting interests, speak with one voice upon the profoundest of all
questions. So faith is lost in the Churches and in their Book. We can never feel that the kingdom of heaven is
making due speed until the Churches learn that old maxim: In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, charity. Again,
we may account for this want of implicit faith in the Bible by the fact that we are living in a scientifically
peculiar age--an age when investigation knows no sacred precincts. The holy of holies is but vulgar ground
beneath its feet. Every thing must be reduced to the lifeless bondage of a formula; every burst of poesy or
inspiration must be tightly buttoned in the stiff garb of logic. Every opening bud must be dissected beneath the
microscope, while its fragrance--all there is of worth in it--flits laughing away unseen. The labyrinth of nature
has nothing too delicate to be thrown into the scales and weighed by avoirdupois, nor too precious to be
dragged into the laboratory and analyzed. To the man of science there is no soul in anything. In his irreverent
hands even so mysterious a thing as life itself has come to...
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