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London Orion Feb 2008, 2008. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 20 cm. Neuware - This is a novel that tells its
story back to front, whose main character we meet when he is down on his luck, in his local French restaurant
drowning his sorrows in the depths of two bottles of vintage Petrus. It hasn't taken all that long for Wilberforce,
as we will only know him, to reach this point, and we see it, almost in slow motion, from the moment it begins --
that one fateful day when he takes an unexpected detour into the country when he is driving home on a twilight
evening. He drives along a lane beside a high stone wall, towards a house which had been signposted from the
main road: Caerlyon Hall. He was breaking his routine, and it felt refreshing. The lane headed towards an
enormous grey house, at the back of which a board was positioned by the side of track: in gold Palace script on
a burgundy-coloured background it announced 'Frances Black: Fine Bordeaux Wines. Visitors Welcome' and
Wilberforce remembers feeling a little like Alice must have felt when she found the table at the bottom of the
rabbit hole, with the little bottle labelled 'Drink Me'. Through Francis Black, Wilberforce develops a taste for fine
wine, and a new set of friends, who fill him full of promise and affection and acceptance. And it is this new
world, and Wilberforce's awkwardness within it, that contributes to his downfall, and to heartbreak. 308 pp.
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